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darkness: I make peace, and create evil” (Isa. 45:7). Is God the author of
evil?

Your question is easy to answer, but the issues raised by it are important and difficult
ones. Evil could be morally based on the decisions of free beings that result in the in-
fliction of pain and suffering on themselves, others, and nature; or as the result of dis-
asters in the natural world. The question of God’s involvement in those expressions of
evil has been debated by Christians for centuries, and I cannot begin to discuss them
here. I will simply deal with three aspects of the problem.

1. Evil Created by God: The English term evil tends to designate moral evil, that is,
moral wickedness. Accordingly, Isaiah 45:7 would be stating that God is the cause
of immoral actions performed by sinful human beings. But the Hebrew term ra‘ has
a much broader usage. It can designate moral evil, misfortune (Prov. 13:17), or
harm (Jer. 7:6). In Isaiah 45:7 the context suggests the meaning “misfortune, dis-
aster.” The whole phrase reads “I bring prosperity [shalom] and create disaster
(NIV).” The opposite of “evil” in this sense is peace, prosperity, personal safety.
The issue here is not moral integrity versus immoral behavior but well-being versus
misfortune. The “evil/misfortune” here refers to the bitter Israelite experience of
the exile, and the “peace” to their restoration through the work of Cyrus. The evil
God created was the exile, the destruction of Jerusalem.
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